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Under the direction of the Board of Fire Commissioners, the Fire Chief and, in the Chief’s absence 
the Assistant Fire Chiefs, shall have the responsibility and authority to carry out the following 
duties for operational and command purposes, subject at all times to applicable provisions of New 
York State Fire District Law, Town Law, District Rules and Regulations, and Board-adopted 
policies.  
Duties and Responsibilities 
The Fire Chief and Assistant Fire Chiefs shall:  

• Approve in advance all participants in any youth program operated and maintained by the 
Fire Department in accordance with Board-approved policies, insurance requirements, and 
applicable laws.  

• Determine or cause to be determined the cause of any fire the Department is called to 
suppress.  

• Direct traffic at an emergency scene and instruct a volunteer firefighter to regulate traffic 
at an emergency scene so long as Department units have responded to the emergency.   

• Have exclusive control of the members of the Fire Department for operational and 
command purposes at:  

o all fires;  
o all inspections; 
o all other occasions when the Fire Department is on duty or on parade; 
o all reviews. 

• Report incidents to the Office of Fire Prevention and Control in accordance with applicable 
reporting requirements.  

• Restrict or prohibit the use of personal equipment at a fire scene when necessary for safety 
or operational effectiveness.  

• Holds members, officers, and employees of the Fire Department strictly to account for any 
neglect of duty, consistent with District disciplinary policies and Board authority.  

• Report to the Board of Fire Commissioners, when requested, on the condition of District 
property. 

• Ensure that the rules and regulations of the Board of Fire Commissioners are observed.  

• Report to the Board of Fire Commissioners such other information as may be required.  

• Ensure that the orders of the Board of Fire Commissioners are duly executed.  

• Issue fire permits pursuant to an agreement between the Town Board and the Board of Fire 
Commissioners.  



ENDWELL FIRE DISTRICT 

ABCs of the Fire Chief and Assistant Chiefs 
Number: 2024-28 Adopted: January 10, 2024 

 

Page 2 of 2 
 

• Suspend members, officers, or employees of the Fire Department for improper conduct on 
a temporary basis, subject to Board review and applicable due process requirements under 
Fire District Law and District policy.  

• Recommend reimbursement of actual and necessary travel expenses or mileage incurred in 
connection with official services, subject to authorization by the Board of Fire 
Commissioners and payment by the Treasurer pursuant to Town Law §178-c.  

• Contact the appropriate agency if the Chief has reason to believe the fire or explosion was 
of an incendiary or suspicious origin. 

• Promptly inform the Fire Department members of the location of hazardous material at a 
fire scene. 

• Report to the Office of Fire Prevention and Control such additional information as required 
when a cigarette ignites a fire. 

• Supervise all officers and employees of the Fire Department. 
• Supervise all engines, fire trucks, pumpers, hose wagons, and other apparatus, and the 

equipment and other property used to prevent or extinguish the fire, for operational 
purposes, subject to Board policies governing ownership, procurement, maintenance, and 
disposition. 

This policy is adopted on January 10, 2024, and supersedes any previous version of this policy.  

By order of the Board of Fire Commissioners, Endwell Fire District. 

Reviewed & Readopted: January 10, 2024 
No changes made 

Adopted:  January 05, 2023 
Board of Fire Commissioners 

 


